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Herseth Sandlin Statement on EPA Extension of Comment Period for Proposed RFS Rule

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

HERSETH                              SANDLIN STATEMENT ON EPA EXTENSION OF COMMENT PERIOD                              FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF RENEWABLE FUELS STANDARD

Washington,                              DC- This week, the Environmental Protection                              Agency (EPA) announced that it will extend for 60                              days, until September 25, 2009, the comment period                              on its proposed rule for implementing the historic                              Renewable Fuels Standard included in the Energy Independence                              and Security Act of 2007. Rep. Herseth Sandlin issued                              the following statement in response to the extension:

“This                              extension is good news. As more individuals, agencies                              and institutions continue to raise significant concerns                              about the EPA’s proposed rule for implementing                              the RFS, it’s critical to ensure adequate time                              to review the science behind these findings and make                              informed recommendations to the EPA. In particular,                              the so-called indirect land use changes in the U.S.                              and other countries included in the EPA’s proposed                              rule need to be reviewed by an independent, expert                              panel to ensure the final rule is based on peer-reviewed                              science and fully recognizes the innovations of U.S.                              agricultural and biofuels producers, who are pushing                              yields per acre up and enhancing the ethanol production                              process all the time.” 
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Earlier                              this year, Rep. Herseth Sandlin joined with a bipartisan                              group of colleagues on the House Agriculture Committee                              in writing the EPA requesting an extension to the                              comment period. Herseth Sandlin added, "I encourage                              South Dakotans who haven’t already done so to                              register their thoughts and concerns.”

To read                              the extension notice, including information and instructions                              for submitting comments, click here. 
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